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Application #708 - Carol Drive Bridge
Routing in Progress: Field Staff Management Review (Step 5 of 9)

This form outlines all project details, including Scope of Work, all costs, and location worksheets. 

Title: Carol Drive Bridge

Cost: $1,300,000.00

Funding Sources: Federal - $975,000.00
State - $0.00
Local - $325,000.00 

FEMA Obligation 

Data:

Federal Number - < no value >
Date of Obligation Letter - < no value >
Project POP Date - < no value >
CATEX Comments - < no value >
Edit

Related Links: View Letter of Intent

Current Step: 5) Field Staff Management Review
Last Advanced on December 21, 2013 by Corrina Cavallo

Submission: October 15, 2013 by System Admin 

4085 Hurricane Sandy

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
Declared: October 30, 2012

Town Of East Fishkill

Dutchess County 
FIPS #: 027-21996-00
Type: Other 
Physical/Mailing: 330 Route 376
Hopewell Junction, NY, 12533 

F # S #708

Carol Drive Bridge
PR Project
Project POP Deadline: 
Eligible: $1,300,000.00 
Federal: $975,000.00 (75%) 

Application Summary

Workflow Summary

Grant

Applicant

Project

4085 Hurricane Sandy (HMGP) Town Of East Fishkill Account for 4085 (HMGP) - Town Of ... Project F0-S708 - Carol Drive Brid...
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TIM
MILLER
ASSOCIATES, INC.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
10 North Street, Cold Spring, NY 10516 (845) 265-4400       265-4418 fax         www.timmillerassociates.com

April 8, 2013

Town of East Fishkill Planning Board
Town Hall
330 Route 376
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533

Re: Proposed Hilltop Manor Subdivision - Emergency Access Alternatives   

Dear Chairwoman Gee,

Per the request of the Town of East Fishkill, ECFM, the applicant for the proposed Hilltop Manor
project, deferred their scheduled appearance at the April 2, 2013 Planning Board meeting and agreed
to meet with the Town’s staff and technical consultants to discuss several topics relative to the
completeness of the DEIS prepared and submitted for this project. 

As identified this meeting, the most significant issue standing in the way of completeness of the DEIS
and progress of this project is the identification of emergency access alternatives to the proposed
subdivision. The Subject site is located to the east of Creek Bend Road. There is an existing
neighborhood in this area that consists of approximately 70 homes. Access to the neighborhood,
including the subject site, involves crossing the Fishkill Creek via the Carol Drive Bridge. The bridge
is considered neither structurally deficient nor functionally obsolete based on federal standards.
However, based on NYSDOT criteria, a bridge with a condition rating of less than 5.0 is considered a
deficient bridge, and the Carol Drive Bridge is currently rated 4.86. As discussed at the meeting, the
applicant acknowledges the critical nature of the Carol Drive Bridge to access to the neighborhood
including the project site, and is prepared to shoulder his fair share of necessary improvements to the
Bridge, upon Site Plan approval, this will be fully documented in the environmental record. 

At the request of the Town’s technical Staff, potential alternatives for emergency  access have been
reviewed by the Applicant. This steep grades in the project vicinity, the location of the Fishkill Creek
the Metro North Railroad Tracks and the location of the Taconic Parkway limit access alternatives to
the project site. Three potential emergency access alternatives have been reviewed which are
illustrated on the accompanying Figures.

1- Central Hudson Gas & Electric Utility Easement
2- Marinaro Private Property
3- Carol Drive to Creekside Road

Central Hudson Gas & Electric Utility Easement

As can be seen on the attached Road profile, an emergency access in this area would have to
navigate road grades in excess of 12 percent and would result in massive rock cuts in excess of 30’.
These limits render this Alternative unfeasible and non-responsive to the needs of emergency service
vehicles which typically traverse road grades of no more than 8 percent. 
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Marinaro Private Property

As can be seen on the attached Road profile, an emergency access in this area would also have to
navigate road grades in excess of 12 percent and would result in massive rock cuts in excess of 30’
over an extended distance. The emergency access road would be excessively long and would absorb
all future potential from this parcel. For comparison an 8 percent grade has been shown on the road
profile, and as can be seen, does not result in an achievable road. Furthermore, this property is
privately owned and is not currently available to the corporation that owns the Project Site. These
limits render this Alternative unfeasible and non-responsive to the needs of emergency service
vehicles. 

Carol Drive to Creekside Road

As can be seen on the attached Figure, an emergency access which connects Carol Drive to
Creekside Road could be constructed, but would involve crossing the Metro North train tracks. The
Applicant is willing to investigate the potential for securing permission to cross these tracks from
Metro North. This emergency access alignment would also involve getting access easements from up
to four property owners, but if feasible could result in a viable emergency access for the entire
neighborhood, should the Carol Drive Bridge become impassable.
 
I am hopeful the Planning Board can give serious consideration to deeming the DEIS for this project
complete for public review and set a date for a Public Hearing. I look forward to appearing before the
Planning Board on April 16, 2013 relative to the SEQRA review of this project. 

Sincerely, 

Ann Cutignola, AICP
Senior Planner
TIM MILLER ASSOCIATES, INC.

C.  Frank Marinaro
 Brian Stokosa

April 8, 2013
Town of East Fishkill Planning Board
Page 2.
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